Aetat. 58.]      Death of Catharine Chambers.
49
discovered any of the correspondence1 he had, except the two letters to Mr. Drummond, which have been inserted, for the sake of connection with that to the same gentleman in 1766. His diary affords no light as to his employment at this time. He passed three months at Lichfteid9; and I cannot omit an affecting and solemn scene there, as related by himself":
'Sunday, Oct. r8, 1767. Yesterday, Oct. 17, at about ten in the morning, I took my leave for ever of my dear old friend, Catharine Chambers, who came to live with my mother about 1724, and has been but little parted from us since. She buried my father, my brother, and my mother. She is now fifty-eight years old.
' I desired all to withdraw, then told her that we were to part for ever; that as Christians, we should part with prayer; and that I would, if she was willing, say a short prayer beside her. She expressed great desire to hear me; and held up her poor hands, as she lay in bed, with great fervour, while I prayed, kneeling by her, nearly in the following words :
'Almighty and most merciful Father, whose loving kindness is over all thy works, behold, visit, and relieve this thy servant, who is grieved with sickness. Grant that the sense of her weakness may add strength to her faith, and seriousness to her repentance. And grant that by the help of thy Holy Spirit, after the pains and labours of this short life, we may all obtain everlasting happiness, through JKSUS CHRIST our Lord; for whose .sake hear our prayers. Amen. Our .Father, &e.
' I then kissed her. She told me, that to part was the greatest pain that she had ever felt, and that she hoped we should meet again in a better place. J expressed, with swelled eyes, and groat
1 It is proper here to mention, that, when I .speak of his correspondence, I consider it independent of the. voluminous collection of letters which, in the course of many years, he wrote to Mrs. Thralc, which forms a separate part of his works; and as a proof of the high estimation set on any thing which (tame from his pen, was sold by that lady for the sum of five hundred pounds. BOSWKLL.
a He war, away from London' near six months.'   See ante, ii. 34.
8 On Aug. 17 he recorded :-—' I have communicated with Kitty, and kissed her. I was for some time distracted, but at last more composed. I commended my friends, and Kitty, Lucy, and I were much alTee.ted. Kitty is, I think, going to heaven,' /V. and Med. p. 75.
II.--4                                                            emotionr yourself and friends, Sir, if you were; our admiration could not be increased, but our love might." ' Ib. p. 98.the Essay on Man.   BOSWELL.    The statements both of the King and
